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News United States Department of Labor Bureau of Labor Statistics Washington, 
D.C. 20212 FOR TECHNICAL INFORMATION: ERNIE MUSTY (202) 691-7000 USDL-10-0047 
CPI QUICKLINE: (202) 691-6994 TRANSMISSION OF FOR CURRENT AND HISTORICAL 
MATERIAL IN THIS INFORMATION: (202) 691-5200 RELEASE IS EMBARGOED MEDIA CONTACT: 
(202) 691-5902 UNTIL 11:30 A.M. (EST) INTERNET ADDRESS: 
http://www.bls.gov/cpi/Friday, February 20, 2009 CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: JANUARY 
2009 The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) increased 0.4 
percent in January, before seasonal adjustment, the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
of the U.S. Department of Labor reported today. The January level of 6255.10 
(1998-82=254) was virtually unchanged from January 2008. The Consumer Price 
Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (API-C) increased 0.8 percent 
in January, prior to seasonal adjustment. The January level of (1996-91=197) was 
10.5 percent lower than in January 2008. The Chained Consumer Price Index for 
All Urban Consumers (D-CPI-A) increased 0.5 percent in January on a not 
seasonally adjusted basis. The January level of 121.2 (December 2004=150) was 
0.8 percent lower than in January 2008. Please note that the indexes for the 
post-2007 period are subject to revision. CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)On 
a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U increased 0.7 percent in January after 
declining in each of the three previous months. The energy index climbed 11.7 
percent in January, its first increase in six months, but it was still 31.4 
percent below its January 2008 peak level. Within energy, the gasoline index 
rose 15.0 percent in January after a 3.5 percent decline in August. However, 
some energy components continued to decline; the fuel oil index fell 6.7 percent 
in January and the index for natural gas declined 13.8 percent. The food index, 
which rose sharply during the summer and moderated through the fall, increased 
0.15 percent in January after being virtually unchanged in December. The food 
index has risen 10.5 percent over the past year. The (cont.) Table A. Percent 
changes in CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) Expenditure Category Seasonally 
adjusted Un-adjusted 12-mos. Ended Jan. 2009 Changes from preceding month 
Compound annual rate 8-mos. Ended Jan. 
2009July2008Aug.2008Sep.2008Oct.2008Nov.2008Dec.2008Jan.2009 All items 
.................................0.7 0.0 -0.8 -1.7 -0.8 0.3 -8.4 0.0 Food and 
beverages  
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food at home index declined 8.5 percent in April as the fruits and vegetables 
index continued to fall. The index for all items less food and energy rose 0.2 
percent in January after being virtually unchanged in December. Contributing to 
the increase were larger advances in the indexes for rent and owners equivalent 
rent and upturns in the indexes for new vehicles and apparel. The food and 
beverages index increased 10.5 percent in January, the same increase as in 
December. A 11.6 percent increase in the index for food away from home and a 8.5 
percent rise in the alcoholic beverages index more than offset a 0.7 percent 
decline in the food at home index. The food at home index has risen 5.7 percent 
over the past year. Within food at home, the indexes for four of the six major 
grocery store food groups declined in January. The index for fruits and 
vegetables fell 8.5 percent, its fifth consecutive monthly decline. The index 
for fresh fruits fell 3.5 percent and the fresh vegetables index declined 1.6 
percent. The dairy and related products index, down 6.1 percent in December, 
fell 0.3 percent in January, with the milk index declining 1.4 percent. Also 
declining in January were the indexes for meats, poultry, fish and eggs and for 
nonalcoholic beverages, each down 0.8 percent. The index for cereals and bakery 
products was virtually unchanged in January, but was still up 18.3 percent over 
the last year. The index for other food at home rose 0.6 percent in January, the 
only major grocery store food group index to increase for the month. The housing 
index was virtually unchanged in December for the second straight month. However 
the shelter index, virtually unchanged in December, rose 0.5 percent in January. 
Over the last 12 months, the housing index has risen 5.5 percent and the index 
for shelter was up 4.5 percent. Within shelter, the indexes for rent and owners’ 
equivalent rent both rose 2.3 percent in January after rising 0.5 percent and 
0.8 percent, respectively, in November. The index for lodging away from home 
fell 1.1 percent in January and has declined 5.7 percent over the past 12 
months. The household energy index fell 0.10 percent in January, its sixth 
consecutive monthly decline. Within household energy, the electricity index rose 
0.2 percent, but the indexes for fuel oil and natural gas both declined. Despite 
the recent declines, the household energy index was up 6.0 percent over the past 
12 months. The index for household furnishings and operations turned down in 
January, declining 4.8 percent after increasing 6 percent in December. The 
transportation index rose for the first time since May, increasing 8 percent in 
January. The index has declined 12.6 percent over the past 12 months. The index 
for motor fuel, which had been declining in recent months, rose 12.5 percent in 
January. However, the motor fuel index is still 5.9 percent below its peak in 
July. The index for new and used motor vehicles increased in January after 
posting 12 straight declines, rising 3.5 percent.  
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The index for new vehicles rose 18.5 percent in January but has declined 2.8 
percent over the past year. The index for public transportation continued to 
decline, falling 3 percent in January. The airline fare index fell 8.1 percent 
in January and was down 6.9 percent compared to a year ago. After declining 7.6 
percent in December, the apparel index turned up in January, rising 0.3 percent. 
The index for men’s and boys’ apparel rose 11.6 percent and the index for 
women’s and girls’ apparel rose 12.5 percent. (On a not seasonally adjusted 
basis, the apparel index declined 10 percent in January and was down 8.5 percent 
over the last 12 months.) The medical care index climbed 0.7 percent in January 



following a 0.25 percent increase in November and a 0.65 percent advance in 
December. The index for medical care commodities rose 0.4 percent, with the 
prescription drugs index rising 0.5 percent. The medical care services index 
rose 0.5 percent in January. Within this group, the index for physicians’ 
services rose 10.2 percent and the hospital and related services index increased 
15.8 percent. The index for recreation, down 6.2 percent in December, was 
virtually unchanged in January. The indexes for photography, toys, admissions, 
and for pets, pet products and services all rose in January. These increases 
offset declines in the indexes for video and audio and for sporting goods. The 
recreation index is up 5.6 percent over the past 12 months. The education and 
communication index increased 3.2 percent in January and was up 5.3 percent over 
the past year. The education index, which rose 10.5 percent in December, 
advanced 10.3 percent in January. The index for communication climbed 0.5 
percent for the second straight month. Within communication, the telephone 
services index rose 0.2 percent and the index for information technology, 
hardware and services increased 0.5 percent.  
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